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PENISTONE  URBAN  DISTRICT  C OUNC I L 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Penistone  Urban  District  Council. 


Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  services  of  the  Penistone  Urban  District  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1948. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  issued  a  circular  on  the  • 

17th  January,  1949,  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  the  report  for  1948 

should  be  prepared  on  similar  lines  to  those  of  previous  years.  I  am 

preparing  my  1948  report,  therefore,  more  or  less  in  the  same  way  as  I 
did  for  1947. 

The  Ministry  of  Health, as  a  rule  ask  for  some 
detailed  information,  and  on  this  occasion  certain  information  is  asked 
concerning  the  effect  of  the  first  six  months  work  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  within  the  area.  As  the  Local  Health  Authority  is 
the  County  Council,  it  falls  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  to  prepare 
this  review,  but  I  consider  that  it  would  be  of  interest  to  your  Council 
to  have  a  few  details  about  the  working  of  the  Health  Services  provided 
under  Part  III  of  the  Act  in  this  Division.  It  is  something  new  for  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  a  District  Council  to  include  statistics 
of  the  services  affecting  the  County  Council,  but  the  Divisional 
Administration  is  new,  and  since  the  Divisions  are  composed  of  groups 
ounty  Districts,  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  provide  these  County 
Districts  with  these  statistics.  At  the  end  of  the  Urban  District 

Council  report  I  have  prepared  a  short  review  of  part  III  services  as 
they  affect  this  Division. 

I  cannot  give  exclusive  statistics  for  every 
district  in  every  case,  but  I  have  done  my  best  to  separate  them 
wherever  possible.  In  the  Divisional  Administration  it  is  well  nigh 
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impossible  to  omit  overlapping  of  the  services. 


So  far  as  District  Councils  are  concerned,  the 
Ministry  have  asked  for  special  information  about  Water  Supplies, 

Sewerage  and  Drainage,  Meat  and  other  Poods,  etc.,  and  those  services 

have  been  reviewed  in  that  part  of  the  report  prepared  by  Mr. Holdsworth, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Water  Supply  in  the  Penistone  Urban  District  is 
satisfactory.  Of  1,966  houses,  1,721  are  on  a  public  supply,  which  supply 
is  satisfactory  both  bacteriologically  and  quantitive ly. 

In  connection  with  sewage  disposal,  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  despite  the  demands  for  other  classes  of  constructional  work, 
the  privy  conversions  during  the  year  have  progressed  satisfactorily. 

The  Department  hope  that  by  the  end  of  1949,  practically  all  the 
remaining  conversions  will  have  been  completed. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  district  for  1948  are 
fairly  good.  The  Birth  Rate  has  fallen  from  19.5  to  14.7  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  There  has  been  a  general  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate 
throughout  the  whole  Country  (that  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.9). 

We  are  assured,  however,  that  the  effective  reproduction  rate 
(Provisional)  for  the  Country  is  still  above  par.  The  Death  Rate  has 
decreased  in  the  Penistone  Urban  District  as  it  has  done  throughout  the 
Country.  In  the  Country  generally,  the  previous  lowest  rate 
was  11.4  in  1930  and  1945.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  in  the 
Penistone  Urban  District  has  risen  over  last  year>s  comparatively  high 
figure  to  32  per  1,000  live  births.  There  were  exactly  the  same 
number  of  infantile  deaths  this  year  as  in  1947,  but  because  the  number 
of  births  is  lower,  it  means  that  the  rate  has  increased.  Two  of  those 
deaths  were  due  to  Whooping  Cough,  and  it  is  very  sad  to  think  that 
infants  are  submitted  to  the  possibility  of  an  infection  such  as 
Whooping  Cough  with  all  its  attendant  dangers.  I  will  deal  with 
Whooping  Cough  later  in  my  report. 
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When  dealing  with  such  small  numbers,  which  in  themselves  can  make 
very  marked  alterations  in  rates,  one  hesitates  to  read  in  these 
statistics  anything  of  great  importance.  It  does,  however,  indicate 
where  preventive  medicine  might,  with  some  effort,  reduce  a  rate  to  a 
reasonable  level.  Even  at  32  per  1,000  live  births  the  Infantile 
Rate  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales, which  is  34.  So  far 
as  England  and  Wales  is  concerned,  this  is  the  first  time  the  annual 
rate  has  fallen  below  40,  and  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  difficult  to  compare  the  statistics  for  one 
district  with  those  for  any  other  district,  since  the  Registrar 
General  has  been  unable  to  issue  a  "comparability  faotor".  This  factor 
when  applied  to  district  statistics,  produces  a  figure  which  will  make 
these  statistics  comparable  with  those  of  other  areas. 

I  wish  to  put  on  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  to  the  Clerk  and  other 
officials  for  their  continued  help  and  courtesy.  To  Mr.  Holdsworth, 
my  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  convey  my  warmest  appreciation  of  his 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  duty. 

I  would  like  also  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  for 
the  support  and  valuable  help  received  from  Dr . W. Ferguson,  my  Deputy. 
During  the  early  months  of  the  Divisional  Administration  he  has  been  of 
invaluable  assistance  in  helping  me  to  get  the  Divisional  Administration 
in  this  Division  running  smoothly.  Dr. Ferguson,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  obtained  a  senior  appointment  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
and  leaves  early  in  1949  to  take  up  his  new  duties.  I  wish  him  well. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MIN  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


POPULATION, 

The  Registrar  General  has  given  his  estimation  of  the  population 
at  mid  1948  as  6,394.  This  is  an  increase  of  503  as  compared  with  the 
1947  figures. 


BIRTHS. 

There  were  93  live  births  registered  in  the  district  during  1948. 

Of  these  47  were  males  and  46  females.  There  were  6  illegitimate  births, 
3  males  and  3  females. 


The  BIRTH  RATE  is  14.7  per  1,000  of  the  population, 

STILL-BIRTHS . 

There  was  one  still-birth  registered  during  the  year.  This  gives 
a  rate  of  10.1  per  1,000  live  and  still  births,  and  0.16  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

DEATHS . 

66  Deaths  were  attributed  to  the  district  during  1948,  Of  these 
37  were  males  and  29  females. 


The  DEATH  RATE  is  10.3  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  following 
table  shows  the  principal  causes  of  death: - 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 
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INFECTIVE  DISEASES 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Influenza 
Whooping  Cough 
CANCER 

Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 
Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Other  sites 
CIRCULATORY  SYSTEM 
” Intra-cranlal  Vascular  Lesion 
Heart  Diseases  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 
DIGESTIVE  SYSTEM 
Other  digestive  diseases 
GEN  IT 0 -UR INARY  SYSTEM 

Nephritis 


•  •  •  III 

•  •  •  •  I  l 


•  •  •  •  • 


INFANTS 

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Malformation 'Birth 
Infant  Diseases 
Diabetes 
VIOLENCE 

Causes  . 

All  other  causes  ...  ... 
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"The  following  table  gives  some  comparative  statistics  showing 
how  the  district  compares  generally  with  the  rest  of  the  Administrative 
County  and  the  Country  as  a  whole". 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS . 
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Enteric  Fever, 


Figures  not  available. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


There  were  3  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  (all 
female).  The  infant  mortality  rate  is  32.4  per  1,000  live  births. 
One  of  the  deaths  was  that  of  an  illegitimate  female  child.  The 
causes  of  death  were  Whooping  Cough  and  Congenital  diseases. 

EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

There  were  3  deaths  In  the  Epidemic  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  Group  during  the  year. 

INQUESTS . 

No  inquests  were  held  during  the  year,  but  in  1  case  the  cause 
of  death  was  certified  by  the  Coroner  after  Post  Mortem  Examination, 
without  inque  s  t . 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  > 1948. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  This  section  relates  to  the  removal  of  persons  who  are 
in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
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PREVALENCE  OP,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS . 


During  the  year  a  total  of  109  oases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were 
notified.  They  were  distributed  as  follows :- 


•  » 


Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Erysipelas 

Soarlet  Fever  . .  . . 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 
Diphtheria 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 


46. 

49. 

2. 

6. 

5. 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  BY  AGE  GROUPS. 
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ATTACK  RATE  OP  COMMONER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

— 

England 
&  Wales. 

148  Smaller 
Towns, 

-  -*] 

Penistonei 

U.D. 

Scarlet  Fever . .  .  .  . 

1.73 

1.82 

0.94 

Measles . . . 

9.34 

8.84 

7.19 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

3.42 

3.31 

7.66 

Diphtheria. . . . 

0,08 

0.09 

0,00 

Pneumonia. . . . 

0.73 

0.60 

0.78 

Erysipelas. . . . . 

0.21 

0.21 

0.31 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis .  * . , 

0,03 

0,02 

0.00 

Typhoid  Fever . . . . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

6  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  disease  was  mild 
in  character  and  no  resulting  morbidity  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA . 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  was  carried  out  through  the  scheme  of  the  West 
Riding  County  Council.  Under  this  scheme  facilities  are  available 
for  obtaining  treatment  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Schools,  or  by 
General  Practitioners.  The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the 
year  was  89,  and  5  children  received  a  booster  (Lose.  I  think  there  is 
no  doubt  that  parents  are  now  realising  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
having  their  children  immunised,  but  the  fact  that  no  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  reported  during  the  year,  must  not  lead  us  into 
complacency.  We  must  be  ever  on  our  guard,  and  I  shall  not  be 
satisfied  until  at  least  90^  of  the  children  in  the  area  are  immunised 
against  this  deadly  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  remarkable  strides 
have  been  taken  in  the  last  few  years  in  bringing  down  the  effects  of 
this  disease.  This  is  emphasised  by  the  following  table  which  shows 
the  totals  of  deaths  and  notifications  during  the  past  nine  years  for 
the  whole  of  the  Country.  Apart  from  the  avoidance  of  unnecessary 
suffering,  this  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  has  resulted  in  a 
substantial  saving  in  Hospital  services,  and  has  freed  Medical  and 
Nursing  personnel  for  other  duties. 
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Year 

Diphtheria 

Deaths 

Cases 

1940 

2,480 

46,281 

1 

2,641 

50,797 

2 

1,827 

41,404 

3 

1,371 

34,662 

4 

934 

29. 949 

5 

722 

25,246 

6 

472 

18,283 

7 

244  x 

10,465  : 

8 

150  x 

8,034  : 

x  Provisional 


MEASLES. 

During  the  year  46  cases  of  Measles  were  notified.  This  is 
a  remarkable  decrease  on  the  numbers  notified  for  1947,  when  256  cases 
were  notified.  No  epidemic  was  this  year  prevalent  in  the  area, 
although  the  cases  were  notified  from  various  parts  of  the  area, 
WHOOPING-  COUGH. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  49.  As  I  have  already 
pointed  out,  death  resulted  in  two  of  the  cases.  As  I  remarked  last 
year,  one  v/onders  whether  or  not  all  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and 
Measles  do  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  At 
the  same  time,  I  feel  that  there  is  an  idea  that  "all  children  will 
get  it tr  regarding  these  two  diseases.  It  is  very  sad  to  think  that 
two  young  infants  were  exposed  to  the  infectious  conditions  occasioned 
by  Whooping  Cough  with  fatal  results.  Somehow  oh  other  we  have  to 
convince  all  parents  that  children  with  either  of  these  diseases  are 
seriously  ill,  that  they  should  be  put  to  bed  and  kept  there  until 
the  DOCTOR  says  they  can  get  out  again.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
doubt  that  preventive  measures  in  the  home  would  play  a  big  part  in 
the  control  of  these  infectious  conditions. 

It  is  remarkable  to  think  that  parents  will  still  keep  their 
children  away  from  the  environs  of  a  district  in  which  a  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever  has  occurred,  yet  at  the  same  time  will  allow  the  same 
children  to  freely  mix  with  other  children  whom  they  know  have  been 
associating  with  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  and  Measles.  If  they  would 
only  stop  and  think  of  the  damage  they  are  doing  to  the  children, 
bhen  I  am  sure  that  more  care  and  attention  would  be  taken. 
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PNEUMONIA . 

There  were  5  oases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  year, 
)f  these  2  were  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  3  Acute  Influenzal 
’neumonia ,  There  was  1  death. 


>0LI0MYELITIS. 

There  was  one  case  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year, 
'his  case,  a  boy  of  7  years,  was  admitted  to  the  Lodge  Moor  Hospital, 
hef field,  and  after  investigation  it  was  found  to  be  a  negative  case. 
'UBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  8  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
ear;  3  Pulmonary  and  5  Non- Pulmonary.  There  were  also  3  deaths; 
he  table  below  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases 
otif ied. 
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5-35  years 
5-45  H 
5-65  " 

ver  65  H 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

PULMONARY  NON  PULMONARY 


MALE 

FEMALE 

MALE 

FEMALE 

mm 

- 

- 

ym 

- 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

few 

Wfe 

feW 

1 

1 

«w 

mm 

1 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

«w 

mrn 

2 


1 


3  2 


NOTATIONS. 

No  case  of  Infestation  was  brought  to  my  notice  during  1948, 
GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

OSPITALS. 

Infectious  Diseases.  Up  to  the  5th  July,  1948,  cases  of  Infectious 
isease  were  treated  at  the  Penistone  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
ccommodation  wal  also  provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  cases 
f  Smallpox.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
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L946,  these  servioes  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Sheffield  Regional 
lospital  Board,  and  for  the  most  part,  oases  of  Infectious  Disease  are 
iow  admitted  to  the  Lodge  Moor  Hospital,  Sheffield,  or  to  the  Kendray 
[solation  Hospital,  Barnsley. 

Maternity.  Prior  to  the  5th  July,  arrangements  were  made  by  the 
test  Riding  County  Council  for  the  admission  of  maternity  patients  to 
;he  Princess  Royal  Maternity  Home,  Huddersfield,  the  St,  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  and  the  various  County  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals.  This 
lervice  was  also  taken  over  on  the  5th  July  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
toard,  but  the  Local  Health  Authority  continued  to  act  as  agent  for  the 
lospital  Board  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Consequently,  no  material 
ilterations  were  made  in  the  service. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  All  the  necessary  facilities  for 
lacteriological  Laboratory  work  are  available  at  the  Wakefield 
jaboratory  of  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  Prior  to  the  5th  July  the  Ambulance  of  the 

’enistone  Joint  Hospital  Board  was  used  for  cases  of  Infectious  Disease, 
’or  other  cases  the  Council  subscribed  to  the  upkeep  of  an  Ambulance 
irovided  by  public  subscriptions  and  administered  by  a  Committee 
omprising  members  of  the  authority,  the  neighbouring  Rural  District 

nd  local  organisations.  This  service  is  now  administered  by  the 

1 

'est  Riding  County  Council  under  the  control  of  a  County  Ambulance 
fficer.  There  is  a  feeling  that  as  a  result,  the  people  of  Penistone 
.nd  district  are  not  as  well  served  as  they  previously  were.  It  is  as 
rell  to  bear  in  mind,  however,  that  the  Ambulance  Service  is  now 
omprehensive  and  covers  the  whole  of  the  County,  and  as  a  result  those 
ho  previously  had  efficient  service  have  had  to  give  a  little,  so  that 
hose  who,  previously,  had  no  service  at  all,  can  now  share  the  benefits, 
t  the  same  time,  one  must  admit  that  the  aim  must  be  to  give  Penistone 
he  efficient  service  that  it  once  had,  and  bring  the  districts  which 
ere  formerly  backward  up  to  a  comparative  standard.  However,  this 
im  must,  of  necessity,  take  some  little  time  to  achieve. 

LINICS 

An  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  established  at  the  Shrewsbury  Road 
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sthodist  Church,  and  this  appears  to  adequately  meet  the  needs  of  the 
pea.  In  addition,  Ante-Natal  and  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  are  also 
aid  there. 


JBERCULOSIS. 

The  whole  of  the  area  is  served  by  the  Dispensary  at  the  Wesleyan 
inday  School,  Penistone,  which  is  held  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
1  each  month. 


INEREAL  DISEASES. 

Treatment  is  available  at  Centres  in  Barnsley,  Huddersfield  and 


Leffield,  particulars  of  which  are  given  below:- 

Days  and  Hours  of  Attendance . 


Address 

rnsley. 

Queens  Road. 

effield. 

Jessop  Hospital 
for  Women. 

yal  Hospital. 


yal  Infirmary. 


E idersfield. 

York  Place. 

New  North  Road. 


3TUARY. 


Men 

Women 

Mon. ,  6-8  p.m. 
Thurs.,  6-8.30  p.m. 

Mon. ,  2.30-4. 30  p.m. 
Thurs. ,2.30-6.0  p.m. 

Tues.  ,  4.0  -  6.0  p.m. 
Thurs.,  4.0  -  6.0  p.  m. 
Sat.,  11  a.m.  -  12.  30  p.m. 

Tues . ,  6.0  p.m. 
Thurs. ,6.0  p.m. 

Thurs.,  11  a.m. 

Fri. ,  6.0  p.m. 

Tues.,  5-7  p.m. 
Wed. ,  5-8  p.m. 

Fri, ,  6-8  p.m. 

Tues. ,  2.0  -  4.0  p.m. 

Mon. ,  ) 

Tues.,) 

Thurs.,)  6  *"  8  P* m* 
Fri.,  ) 

Wed. ,  10-12  noon. 

Mon. ,  ) 

Tues.,) 

Thurs.,)  6  -  8  P-m- 
Fri. ,  ) 

Wed.,  10.-12  noon. 

The  Mortuary  at  Penistone  serves  the  entire  area. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 
(Prepared  by  Mr.  J.  Holdsworth). 


THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  -  6064. 


DWELLING-HOUSES : 


Inspections  not  under  Housing  Regulations 

Inspections  under  Housing  Regulations  . , 

Re-inspections  not  under  Housing  Regulations 

Re-inspections  under  Housing  Regulations 

Number  of  visits  made  as  a  result  of  Complaints  received 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  TO; 

Slaughter  Houses  .. 

Bakehouses  . . 

Cowsheds 

Dairies  . , 

Stables  ,, 

Other  Food  Premises  . , 

Factories  with  Power 
Factories  without  Power 
Elementary  Schools  . . 

Places  of  Amusement  . . 

Public  Conveniences 
Market  * . 

Sewage  Works  , . 

Ice-Cream  Shops 
Common  Lodging-House  , . 

Other  Inspections  or  visits 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE.  : 

Primary  inspections  re  Infectious  Disease 
Re-inspections  re  Infectious  Disease 
Number  of  rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

DRAINAGE: 

Water  Tests  applied  , .  . , 

Colour  tests  applied  ..  ..  ..  ,, 

New  lengths  inspected 

Total 


•  • 
•  • 
ft  • 
•  • 
•  0 

ft  • 
•  ♦ 

•  • 

•  ft 

•  ft 
ft  • 

•  • 
ft  • 
•  • 
•  0 
ft  ft 


ft  • 
ft  0 
ft  ft 
•  • 
•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
•  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 

0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
ft  • 
ft  • 
f  • 
ft  • 
ft  • 


ft  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  • 

ft  ft 
ft  • 
♦  • 
•  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  ft 
ft  • 
ft  • 
ft  ft 
ft  ft 


505 

8 

1256 

28 

278 


12 

8 

86 

48 

1 

6 

66 

6 

30 

1 

13 

292 

663 

4 

1 

2611 


5 

2 

4 


11 

3 

116 

6064 


NUISANCES ,  ETC..  ON  BOOKS.  WITH  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Number  of  Notices  on  books,  31st  December,  1947  ..  149 

Number  of  Nuisances  or  insanitary  conditions  reported 

during  the  year  ..  ..  , .  610 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  ..  610 

Number  of  Nuisances  or  Insanitary  Conditions  abated  ..  586 

Number  of  Notices  not  complied  with,  31st  December,  1948  173 

NOTICES  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH  INCLUDE: 

Housing  repairs:  Housing  Acts  ..  ..  123 

Insufficient  drains  . .  . .  . .  , .  3 

Insanitary  privies  ..  .  ,  . .  ..  45 

Works  of  repair  to  Cowsheds  ..  ..  . ,  ..  1 

Unsatisfactory  Sanitary  Accommodation  in  Elementary  School.  1 

Total  . .  175 
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SUMMARY  OP  WORK  CARRIED  OUT . 


HOUSE  REPAIRS: 


Chimney  Stacks  pointed 
Chimney  Pots  renewed 
Roofs  repaired 
Walls  repointed  or  repaired 
Eaves  Gutters  repaired 
Steps  repaired 

Yards  or  Paths  repaired  or  renewed 
Defective  Ashbins  replaced  or  additional  Bins  provided 
Flushing  Cisterns  repaired,  renewed  or  provided 
Sinks  provided  or  refixed 
New  W.C,  Pans  fitted  . 

W.C.  Seats  repaired  or  renewed 
Ball  Valves  repaired  . 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Wall  Plaster  repaired 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  . 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
Fall  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Soil  Pipes  repaired 
Hot  Water  Systems  repaired 
Defective  Taps  repaired  , 

Sash  Cords  provided  • 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed 
Draining  Boards  repaired 

Waste  Pipes  to  Sinks,  Lavatory  basins,  etc,,  rep*d. 
Electric  Circuit  defects  remedied 
Burst  Pipes  repaired 
Gas  Pipes  repaired 
Clothes  Posts  repaired  or  renewed 
Washing  Coppers  repaired  or  renewed 
Doors  repaired 

Gates  repaired  .  .  . . 

Fencing  repaired  . . 

Stairs  repaired  . . 

Pails  for  pail  closets  renewed 
W.C,  Collars  repaired 
Handrail  to  stairs  repaired 


or  renewed 


2 

10 

36 

36 

34 

1 

4 

40 

87 

9 

76 

2 

32 

14 

29 

30 
65 
21 

4 

22 

48 

4 
96 
19 

9 

13 

24 

5 

6 
5 

75 

12 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 


OTHER  NUISANCES  ABATED: 


Sewers  repaired  or  cleared  , .  ..  . .  . . 

Drains  repaired,  cleared,  overhauled,  re-laid  or  extended 
Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired 
Cesspools  provided 
New  Intercepting  traps  fitted 
Mrnure  Heaps  removed 
Rat  Infestations  abated 
Polluted  Stream  cleared 
Manhole  Covers  provided 


15 

66 

1 

1 

2 

1 

44 

2 

1 


MILK  AND  FOODS: 


Bakehouses  limewashed 
Cowsheds  limewashed 


•  • 

•  ♦ 


•  • 

0  0 


0  0 
0  0 


4 

86 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES: 


Conditions  on  many  farms  in  the  Area  are  still  unsatisfactory, 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  mains  water  is  not  connected  to  the  farms 
in  many  cases.  It  is  hoped  that,  when  the  new  legislation  relative  to 
Milk  and  Dairies  becomes  operative,  the  present  conditions  will  be 
improved  upon. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD: 


MEAT  INSPECTION: 

During  the  year  post-mortem  inspection  was  made  on  26  Pigs. 

The  total  weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned,  'as  a  result  of  this 
inspection,  was  256  lbs.,  132  lbs.  being  Tubercular,  120  lbs.,  affected 
with  Swine  Erysipelas,  and  4  lbs,  affected  with  an  abscess. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  7-J-  stones  of  Herrings,  and  2lf-  lbs. 
of  Tinned  or  Canned  Foods  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
i  consumption. 

Meat  still  arrives  in  Penistone  in  a  condition  which  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  I  think  the  Public  would  benefit  greatly  if  each 
District  was  allowed  one  Slaughter-House.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  meat  would  be  handled  in  a  better  manner  if  under  local 
supervision. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION: 

Approximate  number  of  Water  Closets. 

"  11  ”  Pail  Closets. 

”  "  Privies. 

M  ”  "  Waste  Water  Closets. 


1096 

5 

175 

19 


There  have  been  49  changes  from  the  conservancy  system  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  ESTATE  MANAGEMENT  AND  MAINTENANCE: 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  on  house  repair  work  during 
the  year,  and  repairs  outstanding  were  reduced  to  a  reasonable  level. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  one  of  your  carpenters  was  engaged  for 
four  months  on  the  painting  of  the  Race  Common  Water  Tower,  only  two 
pairs  of  houses  were  painted  at  Cubley.  The  houses  in  Mortimer  Road 
and  Nos  1  to  23  Hackings  Avenue  are  in  a  bad  state,  and  these  houses 
should  receive  attention  during  1949.  ' 

SEWAGE  WORKS  AND  SEWERAGE : 

Works  of  improvement  have  been  carried  out  at  both  ThUrlstone  and 
Spring  Vale.  Two  of  the  filter  beds  at  Spring  Vale  were  re-made ,  and 
brickwork  to  the  remaining  filter  beds  was  repaired.  The  pillars 
supporting  the  discharge  pipe  from  the  sewage  pump  were  re-built. 

Birks  Lane  Sewer,  which  had  caused  trouble  for  many  years,  was 
opened  up  and  the  defective  part  made  good. 

Thurlstone  Sewage  Works,  as  anticipated  in  my  last  report, 
functioned  better  during  the  year  owing  to  the  extra  flow  of  sewage. 

CATTLE  MARKET: 

A  start  was  made  on  the  re-concreting  of  the  market  floor,  and 
about  one-third  of  the  floor  was  completed  during  the  year.  It  i3  hoped 
that  the  whole  of  the  floor  will  be  either  repaired  or  renewed  during 
1949. 


Stands  were  re-conditioned,  and  the  chains  to  the  tying-up  pens 
replaced.  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future,  the  present  sheep  pens  will 
be  replaced  by  proper  steel  pens.  This  will  facilitate  the  cleansing 
of  the  market. 


-  12 


— 


•: 

. 


All  vehicles  should  he  excluded  from  the  market.  I  should  like 
to  see  a  ramp  and  loading  bay  provided  alongside  the  Fire  Station. 

The  present  method  of  washing  out  causes  congestion  in  the  market., 
and  the  present  method  of  loading  cattle  is,  in  my  opinion, 
unsatisfactory.  Cattle  being  loaded  are  usually  in  a  highly  nervous 
state,  and  frequently  slip  on  the  wooden  ramps  attached  to  the 
waggons  when  being  loaded. 

GOVERNMENT  EVACUATION  SCHEME: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  one  child  was  still  billeted  in 
the  district.  He  ceased  to  be  billeted  during  the  year. 

CONTROL  OF  CIVIL  BUILDING: 

123  Applications  for  Building  Licences  were  received,  all  of 
which  were  approved,  and  the  licences  subsequently  issued. 

ERECTION  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS: 

57  Plans  were  submitted  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  etc,, 
within  the  area,  all  of  which  were  approved. 

In  all  cases  where  the  works  have  been  carried  out,  such  work 
was  carried  out  satisfactorily. 

The  supervision  of  the  erection  of  new  Council  Houses  on  the 
Royd  Lane,  Westfield  Avenue,  and  Cubley  Sites  accounted  for  a  great 
proportion  of  time.  That,  coupled  with  the  Control  of  Civil  Building, 
meant  that  the  Department  had  to  work  at  high  pressure  throughout  the 
year.  Lack  of  assistance  made  the  work  at  times  almost  insurmountable, 
and  routine  duties  are,  therefore,  in  arrears, 

I  should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  during  the  war 
very  little  work  of  repair  was  carried  out  to  dwelling  houses,  and  I 
think  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  every  working  class  dwelling 
in  the  area  should  be  inspected,  and  any  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 
This  cannot  be  done  unless  adequate  assistance  is  provided, 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS: 

Two  licences  were  renewed  for  the  use  of  land  as  sites  for 
Moveable  Dwellings. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL: 

This  service  has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
Tipping  was  re-commenced  at  Wentworth  Road,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
site  will  be  ready  for  use  as  a  recreation  ground  by  the  middle  of  1949, 
think  credit  is  due  to  the  workmen  who  carried  on  their  job  in  the  face 
of  great  difficulties. 

SALVAGE: 

The  sale  of  salvage  during  the  year  realised  the  sum  of 
£394.  18.  6d. 

The  total  collected  compares  favourably  with  that  of  other 
districts . 

WATER  SUPPLIES: 

The  source  of  supply  for  water  for  the  Penistone  Urban  District 
is  from  four  Artesian  Wells  and  four  Springs.  'The'  Penistone  Urban 
District  Council  are  the  distributing  authority,  and  1,721  houses  have 
this  public  supply,  245  houses  do  not  have  a  public  supply,  and  their 
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source  of  water  supplies  are  private  Wells.  During  the  year  the 
water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

During  the  year  15  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  and 
the  result  was  that  14  were  satisfactory  and  1  was  unsatisfactory. 

In  the  latter  case  there  was  a  small  coliform  count,  the  probable 
source  of  which,  on  being  cleared  up,  resulted  in  a  satisfactory 
report  on  a  subsequent  sample.  Chemical  analyses  were  done  on  three 
occasions  with  satisfactory  results. 

There  was  an  extension  of  the  public  supply  during  the  year  to 
Royd  Lane,  Cubley,  and  Westfield  Avenue  and  The  Green  (new  housing 
sites ) . 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OP  THE  WEST  RIDING  OP  YORKSHIRE 
DIVISIONAL  SCHEME  OP  PREVENTIVE  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

DIVISION  No.  22 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 
SUMMARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS  -  1948; 


The  County  Districts  forming  Division  22  are  as  follows 


Hoyland  Urban. 
Penistone  Urban. 
Stocksbridge  Urban, 


Penistone  Rural. 
Wort ley  Rural. 


Area  of  Division  ...  ...  ... 

Estimated  Population  (Mid.  Year  1948)  ... 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population). 
Death  Rates  (all  per  1,000  estimated  population) 


89,923  acres, 
78,570. 

18.4, 


All  Causes  ...  ... 

*  •  * 

8.8. 

Cancer 

•  99 

1.22. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases 

•  •  9 

3.11. 

Zymotic  Diseases 

•  99 

0.14. 

Respiratory  Diseases 

9  9  9 

0.88. 

Respiratory  T.B, 

•  •  f 

0.25. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

#  *  •  1 

* 

o 

• 

o 

Infantile  Mortality 

•  •  • 

26. 

Diarrhoea  -  Deaths  in  infants  under 

2  years  of  age. 

4.16. 

Maternal  Mortality  ... 

9  9  9 

NIL. 

BIRTHS 


The  number  of  Live  Births  registered  in  the  Divisional  Area 
during  1948  was  1,442  (males  750,  females  692).  This  was  equal  to 
a  rate  of  18,4  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population. 

During  the  year  33  Still  Births  were  registered. 

Illegitimate  births  totalled  39;  24  Males  and  15  Females. 


PEA  T  H  S. 


The  deaths  in  1948  numbered  690  (390  males,  300  females),  the 
Death  Rate  from  all  causes  being  8.8.  Unfortunately  an  Areal 
Comparability  Factor  is  not  available  and,  therefore,  it  is  not 
possible  to  give  adjusted  Death  Rates.  It  will  be  appreciated, 
however,  that  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population  is  not 
the  same  in  different  districts,  and  this  affects  the  level  of  the 
Crude  Death  Rate,  An  adjusted  Death  Rate  takes  Into  account  the 
variation  in  age  and  sex  distribution,  and  is  a  more  reliable  index 
for  comparison  of  different  districts. 
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URBAN  AND  RURAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1948. 


These  are  set  out  below  for  the  aggregate  districts,  and 
a  comparison  is  afforded  with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales. 


Annual  Rates  per  1 

.000  of 

bhe  Estimated  Population. 

Live 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 
Rate , 

Zym¬ 

otic 

Death 

Rate. 

Respi¬ 
ratory 
Dis¬ 
eases 
Death 
Rate , 

Heart 

and 

Circu¬ 

latory 

Dis¬ 

eases, 

Cancer, 

Tuber¬ 
culosis 
Death 
Rate . 

Infant 
Mor- 
Tality , 

Diarrhoea 
(Deaths 
under  2 
per  1,000 
live 
births ) . 

s  ion 

« 

18,4 

8.8 

0.14 

0.88 

3.11 

1.22 

0.29 

26 

4.16 

»s  in 
Riding, 

18,3 

11.8 

0.12 

1.34 

3.98 

1,83 

0.44 

38 

4.17 

»s  in 
Riding, 

19.2 

9.8 

0.12 

0.15 

3.03 

1.49 

0.43 

40 

4,97 

Riding 

listra- 

County. 

18.5 

11.3 

0.12 

1.29 

3.73 

1.74 

0.44 

39 

4.38 

and  and 
ales  • 

17.9 

10.8 

X 

X 

X 

1.86 

_ 

0.51 

34 

3.  3 

X  Figures  not  yet  available. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


In  1948,  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
37,  representing  a  rate  of  26  per  thousand  Live  Births, 

The  majority  of  the  deaths  of  infants  were  from  the  group  of 
causes  which  includes  congenital  debility,  premature  birth  and 
injury  at  birth,  and  of  these  deaths  most  occurred  in  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life. 

The  general  rate  for  Division  22  compares  very  favourably 
with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  County. 
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CARE  OP  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


Estimated 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Estimated 

it 


Population  1948  , , ,  , , ,  •••  •••  78,570. 

Live  Births  , ...  ...  ...  1,442. 

Illegitimate  Births  ...  ...  ...  39. 

Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  33. 

Child  Population  (0  -  4) (Supplied  by  Registrar  General)  7,839, 
"  "  (5-14)  "  "  "  ’’  11,197. 


Below  I  give  some  statistics  concerning  the  Child  Welfare 
Centres  and  /or  Ante-Natal  Clinics  which  are  established  in  the 
Division.  The  area  is  very  well  covered  for  these  services,  there 
being  14  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  9  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  In  a  number 
of  areas  where  no  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  established,  there  is  an 
arrangement  whereby  expectant  Mothers  may  receive  Ante-Natal 
supervision  and  examination  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre.  This  applies 
in  such  places  as  Grenoside,  Loxley,  Ought ibridge ,  Stannington, 

Worrall  and  Cawthorne. 

I  need  not  emphasise  the  value  of  the  "Clinio”  in  the  everyday 
life  of  the  young  Mother  and  her  baby.  The  Clinio  has  come  to  be 
recognised  as  a  very  important  appointment  during  each  week.  At  the 
Clinic  the  young  Mother  meets  others,  where  they  discuss  the  various 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  respective  children,  and  where  they  talk  welfare 
amongst  themselves  in  their  own  way.  They  are  able  to  get  advice  from 
a  Doctor  if  it  is  required  in  the  interests  of  the  child  or  the  Mother, 
and  they  are  able  to  see  the  Nurse  and  discuss  important  domestic 
matters  with  her.  In  all  this  is  a  complete  Welfare  Service,  Of 
course  the  Mothers,  when  they  visit  the  Welfare,  make  it  a  social 
event,  and  one  does  not  blame  them.  Anything  which  encourages  the 
young  Mother  to  attend  the  Clinic  is  Important  in  this  service.  The 
Health  Visitor,  as  she  goes  round  the  homes  and  sees  the  Mother  and 
the  baby  in  the  home  surroundings,  advises  the  Mother  to  bring  the 
baby  to  the  Clinic,  and  it  is  very  comforting  to  the  young  Mother  to 
find,  on  going  to  the  Clinic,  that  she  is  welcomed  there  by  the  same 
Nurse  who  visited  her  in  her  home.  There  is  at  once  a  feeling  of 
confidence  on  the  Mother’s  part.  This  is  one  of  my  main  reasons  for 
having  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  Clinic,  There  are  some  who  say  that 
a  Health  Visitor  should  spend  her  time  practically  exclusively 
visiting  homes  of  the  people,  and  not  spending  so  much  time  in  Clinics. 
The  Health  Visitor  who  visits  the  home  ought  to  be  one  of  the  staff  of 
the  Clinic.  In  Division  22  we  find  that  the  Clinic  is  a  very  popular 
event  in  the  day’s  life  of  the  Mothers,  and  the  attendances  are 
extremely  good. 

Not  all  the  premises  in  which  the  Clinics  are  held  can  be 
stated  to  be  ideal  by  any  means,  but  they  are  the  best  we  can  have  at 
the  moment,  and  it  is  amazing  how  much  good  work  is  done  in  those 
Clinics • 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES  &  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS.  RURAL  D] 

[STRICTS . 

Hoyland 

Penis  tone 

Stocks- 
bridge . 

Penis tone 

Wortley 

per  of  Infant  Welfare 

Isions  held  each  week. 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 

per  of  Infant  Welfare 
|sions  held  each  fortnight. 

Ml 

mm 

3 

Iber  of  Ante-Natal  sessions 

|d  each  week. 

2 

mm 

mm 

2 

Iber  of  Ante-Natal  sessions 

Id  each  fortnight. 

1 

1 

2 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

[me  and  Address  of  Centre, 
me  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance. 

1 

j 

I 

Day  and  Time 
of  sessions. 

Total  number  of  attendances 
during  the  year. 

APELTOWN. 

per3  Welfare  Pavilion. 

[.Ac  Anders  on 

Id  Miss,  E,  Gerrard. 

j 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Number  who 
attended  for 
first  time 
during  this  year. 

Children 
up  to 
5-years . 

131 

2928. 

ICLESFIELD. 

[tty  Memorial  Hall, 

1. A, Anderson  and 

Iss  B.S.  Ward. 

< 

Monday  afternoon. 

387 

3240, 

ENOS IDS. 
put  Hut. 

1.  E.G. Wilson  and 

Is  B.S.  Ward. 

1 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

81 

2092, 

Bh  GREEN, 

Ihodist  Sunday  School, 
rtley  Road. 

1  W,  Ferguson  and 

Is  E.  Gerrard. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

91 

2161. 

Ikley, 

jigregational  Chapel. 

1  S.  Lindsay  and 

Is  E.M.  Homeyer. 

Alternate 

Tuesday  afternoons. 

80 

682. 

Ihtibridge. 

Irch  Hall. 

!  W. Fergus on  and 
is  D.  Sill. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

153 

1566, 

NNINGTON. 

ihodist  Sunday  School. 

S.  Lindsay  and 
s  E.M,  Homeyer, 

Wednesday  afternoon. 

169 

2217. 

RALL. 

lorial  Hall. 

S,  Lindsay  and 
s  E.M,  Homeyer. 

Alternate 

Tuesday  afternoons. 

73 

811. 

KERSLEY. 
ut  Hall. 

E,  Allott  and 
s  D.  Rimmer, 

Alternate 

Monday  afternoons. 

9 

324, 

LAND. 

ers  Welfare  Institute. 

J.  Allott  and 
s  M.F,  Senior, 

1 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

139 

2946. 

i 

CO 

H 

1 

A 


I- 
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CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES, 


me  and  Address  of  Centre, 
me  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
attendance . 

Day  and  Time 
of  sessions. 

Total  number  of  attendance 
during  the  year. 

Number  who 
attended  for 
first  time 
during  this  year. 

Children 
up  to 
5-years , 

ILAND  COMMON. 

rist  Chur oh,  Hoyland  Rd. 

•M.  Allott  and 

ss  D.  Rimmer. 

Thursday  afternoon. 

112 

3208. 

HISTONE, 
bhodist  Chapel, 
rewsbury  Road. 

»  M.V.  Wllby  and 
ss  W.  Morris. 

Monday  afternoon. 

700 

1782, 

VTHORNE. 

Lf  Club  (Weighing 
itre  only), 
is  B.E.  Haigh, 

/ 

Wednesday  afternoon. 

141 

1014. 

)CKSBRIDCE. 

Ltish  Hall. 

,  D.  Pabterson 
l  Miss  W.  Morris. 

Tuesday  afternoon. 

376 

i 

2142. 
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ANTE-NATAL  &  OTHER  CLINICS . 


Name  &  Address  of  Clinic. 
Name  of  Dootor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance. 

Day  &  Times  of 

Total  number  of 
attendances, 

Sessions, 

A.N. 

P.N. 

CHAPELTOWN, 

Hallamshire  Maternity  Home , 
Dr.  M.R ,  Powell. 

Tuesday  a.m,  &  p.m, 

Thursday  a.m. 

1556, 

71 

ECCLESFIELD. 

Gatty  Memorial  Hall. 

Dr.  M.  Rushbrook 
and  Miss  B.S.  Ward. 

Thursday  p.m. 

1024, 

16. 

HIGH  GREEN. 

Methodist  Sunday  School. 

Dr.  W,  Fergus on  and 

Miss  E.  Gerrard. 

Wednesday  p.m. 

190. 

3. 

HOYLAND. 

Miners  Welfare  Institute. 

Dr.  J.  Allott  and 

Miss  M.F.  Senior, 

Monday  p.m. 

766. 

33. 

HOYLAND  COMMON. 

Christ  Church,  Hoyland  Rd. , 
Dr,  M.  Allott  and 

Miss  D,  Rimmer. 

Wednesday  P.M, 

437. 

42. 

PENISTONE. 

Shrewsbury  Road  Methodist 
Chapel. 

Dr.  M.V.  Wilby  and 

Miss  W.  Morris. 

1st  Friday  a.m. 

100. 

7. 

STOCKSBRIDGE. 

British  Hall, 

Dr.  D.  Patterson 
and  Miss  W,  Morris. 

L - 

1st  and  3rd 

Friday  p.m. 

245. 

15. 
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CONSULTANT  SERVICES . 


In  conjunction  with  the  scheme  for  Ante-Natal  Supervision  is 
that  of  the  Consultant  Clinio.  In  this  area  we  are  able  to  call  on 
the  services  of  three  Consultants  in  Sheffield,  Mr.  Chisholm, 

Mr,  Patrick  and  Mr,  Stacey,  Cases  referred  to  these  three  gentlemen 
are  invariably  seen  at  their  consulting  rooms.  In  addition  Mr. Patrick 
has  a  weekly  Clinic  at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  at  which 
patients  from  the  Hoyland  area  can  be  seen,  and  for  those  patients 
living  in  areas  accessible  to  Barnsley,  Mr.  Stacey  has  a  weekly  Clinio 
at  2,  Pollitt  Street,  Barnsley. 

During  1948  the  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  Consultants 

was  62* 


BIRTH  CONTROL. 

The  West  Riding  County  Council  has  provided  a  Clinic  at 
Swinton  to  which  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officers  can  refer  patients  to 
receive  advice  and  instruction  in  birth  control  methods  in  those 
cases  where  further  pregnancy  would  be  detrimental  to  health.  During 
1948  11  such  cases  were  referred  from  the  Division, 

LYING-IN  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  area  is  served  in  the  main  by  the  Hallamshire  Maternity 
Home.  Cases  are,  however,  admitted  to  the  St,  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  and  the  Princess  Royal  Maternity  Home,  Huddersfield. 

The  present  demand  on  the  accommodation  far  exoeeds  that  which 
can  be  provided  and  in  consequence  priority  is  given  to  the  following 
types  of  cases :- 

( a )  Primiparae . 

(b)  Patients  with  unsatisfactory  homo  conditions. 

(o)  Patients  with  abnormalities  of  pregnancy. 


On  July  5th,  1948,  this  service  was  taken  over  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Boards,  but  the  authority  continued  to  deal  with  this 
service  on  an  agency  basis  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Consequently  there  were  no  material  alterations  in  the  service, 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 


Of  recent  years  more  care  and  attention  has  been  paid  to 
Premature  Babies,  In  the  final  assessment  of  the  reduction  in  the 
infantile  mortality  rate,  it  is  probable  that  the  drive  for  the 
provision  of  more  care  and  attention  for  the  Premature  Baby  has  had  a 
marked  effect.  In  this  Division  they  are  zealously  and  carefully 
safeguarded  so  far  as  is  humanly  possible.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  a  Premature  Baby  is  a  special  problem  demanding  the  utmost  skill 
for  the  safeguarding  of  its  welfare.  Because  the  Local  Health 
Authority,  through  tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the^Health  Visitor,, 
or  both,  take  an  apparent  "over-enthusiast ic,r  interest  in  the  child's 
welfare,  it  is  not  for  any  other  reason  than  that  they  have  the 
welfare  of  that  child  at  heart;  it  is  certainly  not  that  they  wish  to 
interfere  in  the  ordinary  domestic  life  of  the  home  into  which  the 
Premature  Baby  has  arrived. 
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The  West  Riding  County  Council  approved  of  a  scheme  whereby 
Health  Visitors  would  be  sent  as  resident  students  at  the  Sorrento 
Maternity  Hospital  in  Birmingham,  where  a  most  comprehensive  course 
in  the  car©  and  welfare  of  Premature  Babies  could  be  received. 

We  have  one  Health  Visitor  in  our  Division,  Miss  Rimmer,  of 
Hoyland,  who  received  this  special  training,  and  is  available  to  visit 
the  home  of  the  infant  immediately  upon  receipt  of  a  notice  that  a 
premature  child  has  been  born.  The  West  Riding  County  Council  have 
also  provided  each  Division  with  ah  Outfit  called  a  Sorrento  Cot, 
which  is  composed  of  a  special  cot,  with ‘special  equipment  including 
blankets,  baby  clothing.  Oxygen  cylinder,  etc.,  etc.  This  equipment 
is  available  to  be  rushed  out  to  any  home  where  the  Nurse  considers 
that  it  is  required  for  a  Premature  Baby,  The  County  Council  have 
also  on  their  staff  a  Paediatrician  who  is  available,  when  required, 
at  any  time  to  go  to  the  home  of  a  Premature  Baby  and  give  the  Midwife 
or  General  Practitioner,  or  the  Health  Visitor,  expert  advice  on  the 
treatment  and  care  of  the  infant,  A  Home  Help  under  the  Home  Help 
Scheme  may  also  be  available  to  go  to  the  home  to  help  the  Mother,  so 
that  the  Mother  may  be  allowed  to  give  her  undivided  attention  to  the 
care  of  the  child.  If  Hospital  facilities  are  required,  then  these 
are  provided  at  the  Jessop  Hospital  for  Women,  in  Sheffield, 

It  is  snme  time  age  since  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  in 
their  determination  to  do  everything  possible  for  the  Premature  Baby, 
decided  to  install  in  the  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home  a  Premature  Baby 
Unit,  In  preparation  for  the  commencement  of  this  Unit,  the  Matron, 
Miss  Lancefield,  was  one  of  the  first  of  the  County  staff  to  attend  the 
Special  Course  at  the  Sorrento  Hospital  to  have  this  training. 

Although  employed  in  the  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home,  Miss  Lancefield 
has  always  been  willing  to  give  advice  and  help  in  any  such  case. 
Preparations  for  this  unit  were  still  proceeding  on  the  5th  July,  when 
the  Hospital  was  taken  over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

The  County  Council  have  now  approved  of  a  scheme  whereby  Midwives  can 
attend  this  Course  at  the  Sorrento  Hospital,  Birmingham, 


DENTAL  TREATMENT . 

Dental  treatment  is  provided  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
attending  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  Before  July 
5th  this  treatment  had  to  be  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer, 

Since  the  coming  into  being  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
every  expectant  and  nursing  mother  is  entitled  to  a  dental 
examination.  These  schemes,  however,  have  been  very  badly  supported, 
although  at  the  time  of  writing  more  mothers  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  scheme  to  have  an  examination  and,  if  found  necessary,  to  have 
treatment  carried  out. 


SUPPLY  OF  MILK  AND  OTHER  POODS. 


The  scheme  for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  dried  milk  and 
other  foods  is  carried  out  through  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  It 
includes  the  provision  ol'  Dried  Milk  Powder,  Virol,  Glucose  D,  Pure 
Cod  Liver  Oil,  Olive  Oil,  etc.  Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  work  and 
time  involved  in  the  scheme  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  table 
giving  the  yearly  sales  of  the  more  popular  branded  supplies. 
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PURE 

COD  COW 


GLUCOSE  LIVER  OLIVE  OSTER-  AND 

CLINIC  VIROL  D  OIL  OIL  SUNROSE  MILK  GATE  TRUFOOD 


)YLAND  .  . 

•  • 

81 

2115 

j 

j  28 

I 

78 

1553 

646 

1943 

200 

)YLAND  COMMON 

128 

1774 

1 . 

j 

m 

75 

551 

591 

2594 

24 

[ENOS  IDE 

•  • 

112 

1 

498 

11 

41 

192 

268 

350 

9 

[A  PELT  OWN 

•  • 

79 

382 

l 

9 

52 

687 

417 

1263 

- 

ICLESPIELD 

•  • 

143 

538 

11 

63 

1363 

1531 

i 

1169 

142 

GH  GREEN 

•  • 

98 

340 

9 

91 

475 

669 

1028 

- 

NKERSLEY 

•  • 

44 

459 

• 

68 

m 

307 

- 

OCKSBRIDGE 

•  • 

61 

785 

4 

69 

1849 

300 

1194 

m 

GHTIBRIDGE 

•  • 

77 

553 

7 

29 

439 

174 

541 

mm 

RRALL  . . 

•  • 

96 

263 

6 

146 

483 

m 

12 

XLEY 

•  • 

63 

417 

mm 

5 

173 

567 

- 

9 

UNNINGTON 

•  • 

110 

494 

- 

11 

343 

943 

278 

74 

VTHORNE 

•  • 

152 

1105 

2 

14 

416 

108 

458 

228 

HISTONE 

•  • 

72  | 

487 

- 

53 

237 

108 

385 

PACKINGS. 

- 1 

1-lb. 

cartons 

. 

! 

1 

i-lb. 
pkts . 

- L 

8-oz . 
bott- | 
les.  ! 

_ 

8-oz. 
bott¬ 
les  . 

1-lb 
tins . 

1-lb. 
tins . 

- L 

1-lb. 

pkts. 

1-lb. 
tins . 
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HEALTH  VISITING. 


The  mainstay  of  most  sohemes  to  safeguard  the  health  of  mothers 
and  young  children  is  the  Health  Visitor,  who  has  to  visit  and  give 
advioe  in  the  homes  of  the  mothers*  Since  the  coming  into  being  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  scope  of  the  work  of  the 
Health  Visitor  has  been  greatly  extended.  It  now  includes  the 
visiting  of  persons  in  their  own  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
advice  as  to  the  care  of  young  children,  persons  suffering  from 
illness,  and  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  as  to  measures 
necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  In  short  she  is  to  be 
the  people <s  philosopher  and  friend  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave. 

This  is  a  very  drastic  change  from  the  old  order,  and  one  which 
cannot  be  evolved  overnight.  Yet  with  goodwill  on  all  sides  it  can  be 
achieved.  The  great  extension  of  duties  demands  two  things,  liason 
with  Hospitals,  and  close  liason  with  General  Medical  Practitioners, 

So  far  as  this  Division  is  concerned,  our  relationship  with  the 
Hospitals  is  very  good.  Information  asked  for  by  both  sides  la  readily 
obtained  and  given  and  there  is  no  reason  why  this  effective  liason 
should  not  continue. 

Integration  between  the  work  of  the  Health  Department,  and  the 
General  Practitioner,  is  not  quite  so  good.  I  think  the  General 
Praotitioner  can  use  the  services  of  the  Health  Visitor  more  than  is 
appreciated.  In  her  new  role  the  Health  Visitor  can  materially  assist 
in  giving  continued  advice  to  patients.  The  family  Doctor  now  has  not 
the  time  to  give  this  advice  which  helps  his  patients  along  the  road 
to  recovery. 

All  these  ideals,  however,  will  not  be  achieved  until  the 
number  of  nurses  increases.  We  have  seven  qualified  Health  Visitors 
and  four  assistant  Visitors.  They  have  done  and  are  still  doing  a 
very  good  job  of  work.  Mistresses  of  their  job  and  oblivious  of  time, 
they  have  undertaken  a  magnitude  of  tasks  with  cheerfulness  and 
unselfishness  whioh  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  their  abilities. 

We  have  room  for  fourteen  Health  Visitors,  I  hope  we  can  get  the 
vacancies  soon  filled,  so  that  the  burden  on  the  present  staff  may  be 
eased  a  little  as  they  advance  to  the  eventide  of  their  working  lives. 

The  following  table  shows  the  disposition  of  the  Nurses 
throughout  the  Division. 

HOYLAND  NETHER  U.D. 

NURSE  D,  RIMMER  . .  .,  . HOYLAND  COMMON, 

NURSE  M»F.  SENIOR  .  HOYLAND,  PLATTS  COMMON,  ELSECAR, 

NURSE  E,  CHETTLEBURGH  . .  -do-  -do- 

(Asst,  H.V.), 

STOCKSBRIDGE  U.D. 

NURSE  W.  MORRIS 

NURSE  D.  SILL 

NURSE  H,  DRANSFIELD 
(Asst.  H.V.). 

PENISTONE  U.D.  ) 

~  - -  ) 

PENISTONE  R.D.  ) 


STOCKSBRIDGE  ROLSTERSTONS. 
DEEPCAR. 

w-  .0  . .  STOCKSBRIDGE,  and  PENISTONE. 


•  •  . «  • 


•  •  ,  •  •  *  » » 


» * 


♦  •  ♦ «  * . 


These  areas  have  been  covered  by 
NURSE  MORRIS  with  the  exception 
of  Cawthorne  and  Silkstone,  'wh5.ch 
were  covered  by  NURSE  HAIGH,  of 
Dodworth. 
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WORTLEY  R.D, 


NURSE  E.  GERRARD  ) 

)..  ..  . .  . .  CHAPELTOWN,  HIGH  GREEN,  WARREN, 

NURSE  D.M,  SIMPSON  )  BURNCROSS,  THORPE  HESLEY, 

(Asst ,H,V, ) . 


NURSE  B.S.  WARD  ) 

) 

NURSE  L.M.  BEAUMONT  ) 
(Asst,  H,V, ) , 


NURSE  E.M,  HOMEYER . STANNINGTON,  LOXLEY,  WORRALL, 

BRADPIELD , 


ECCLESFIELD,  PARSON  CROSS, 
GRENOSIDE. 


HOME  NURSING. 


This  service  was  undertaken  by  the  County  Council  on  the 
5th  July,  1948,  There  are  13  Home  Nurses,  of  whom  6  also  undertake 
Midwifery,  At  the  end  of  the  year  they  had  made  10,035  visits. 

That  is  a  bald  statement  of  fact,  but  it  is  no  indication  of  the.  value 
and  worth  of  the  Home  Nursing  Service,  The  District  Nurse  as  she  was 
formerly  known  tended  to  be  at  the  beck  and  call  of  every  contributor 
to  the  former  Nursing  Associations.  As  a  result,  curative  medicine, 
as  practiced  by  a  District  Nurse,  tended  to  become  merely  the  care  of 
the  chronic  sick. 

Now  the  status  of  the  Home  Nurses  is  being  raised.  Many 
persons  now  sick  in  their  own  homes  seek  the  services  of  the  Nurse. 

The  Doctor  overwhelmed  with  work  is  now  turning  to  the  Nurse  for  long 
awaited  assistance.  The  effects  of  this  Doctor-Nurse  partnership  can 
indeed  be  very  far  reaching. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

During  the  year,  the  number  of  children  Immunised  was  733, 
and  570  children  received  booster  doses.  Details  are  given  below: - 


j NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  IN  1948.  NUMBER  GIVEN 


COUNTY  DISTRICT. 

UNDER  5  YEARS 

5  -  14  YEARS  TOTAL, 

SECONDARY  DOSES. 

)YLAND  NETHER  URBAN. 

— 

126 

12 

138 

6 

SNISTONE  URBAN. 

87 

2 

89 

5 

?0CKSBRIDGE. URBAN. 

85 

19 

104 

8 

SNISTONE  RURAL. 

50 

7 

57 

7 

)RTLEY  RURAL. 

244 

101 

345 

544 

TOTALS: 

592 

- - — 

141 

733 

570 

83  persons  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  and  13 
re-vaccinated.  Details  are  given  below;- 


COUNTY  DISTRICT, 

NUMBER 

VACCINATED. 

NUMBER  | 

RE-VACCINATED. 

TOTAL. 

)YLAND  NETHER  URBAN. 

25 

6 

31 

SNISTONE  URBAN. 

13 

5 

18 

rOCKSBRIDGE  URBAN. 

3 

MB 

3 

ENISTONE  RURAL. 

10 

- 

10 

ORTLEY  RURAL. 

32 

2 

34 

TOTALS : 

83 

13 

96 

~  26  - 


I 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 


TUBERCULOS IS . 


All  notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  Investigated  with  a  view 
to  ensuring  that  the  patient  avails  himself  of  facilities  for  treatment 
and  the  examination  and  supervision  of  the  health  of  contacts.  In  this 
area  we  have  two  Tuberculosis  Nurses  who  undertake  this  work  along  with 
duties  at  the  various  Dispensaries.  Particular  emphasis  is  placed  on 
the  care  of  the  children  of  the  tuberculosis  patient,  and  in  this 
connection  housing  authorities  are  asked  to  co-operate.  It  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  in  this  Division  all  the  District  Councils  are 
willing  to  play  their  part  in  helping  to  overcome  this  difficult 
problem.  Where  necessary  shelters  are  provided  and  supplies  of  beds 
and  bedding  are  available  to  enable  patients  to  sleep  alone.  Supplies 
of  clothing  and  extra  nourishment  are  also  provided  where  considered 
necessary, 

OTHER  TYPES  OP  ILLNESS. 


All  patients  discharged  from  Hospital  needing  care  and  attention 
become  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Authority.  Consequently  the 
Authority  is  prepared  to  afford  any  such  care  which  may  be  thought 
necessary.  In  1948,  however,  the  demand  for  such  care  was  negligible. 

There  was  quite  a  brisk  demand,  however,  for  equipment  held  by  the 
Home  Nurses  and  in  the  Divisional  Office,  Such  items  as  Bed 'Rests, 

Bed  Pans,  Rubber  Sheets,  etc.  can  be  obtained  from  the  Nurse,  and  larger 
items  of  equipment  such  as  Wheel  Chairs  can  be  obtained  through  the 
Divisional  Office, 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  Mental  Health  Service  has  functioned  successfully  during 
the  past  year  and  all  notified  mental  defectives  are  now  supervised  by 
a  Mental  Health  Social  Worker, 

There  have  been  5  notifications  under  Section  57  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944;  3  admissions  to  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions; 

2  de-cortificat ions  and  2  removals  to  other  Authorities.  The  number 
of  mental  defectives  under  supervision  as  on  31.12.1948  is:- 

Statutory  Supervision. 

Over  16  years  of  age  ...  .  61 

Under  16  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  27, 

Under  Guardianship  and  in  receipt  of  financial  aid. 

11. 

Under  Observation. 


9. 


On  Licence  from  Institutions. 


3. 
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31  Mental  Defectives  are  in  regular  gainful  employment  and  36 
are  engaged  in  the  home.  28  defectives,  including  children  excluded 
from  school,  would  benefit  by  Occupation  Centre  training  and  enquiries 
are  being  made  in  the  Division 'to  obtain  suitable  premises  for  the 
establishment  of  such  a  Centre,  which  would  serve  all  mentally 
defective  children  excluded  from  School,  and  older  defectives  who 
would  benefit  from  training  in  handicrafts,  routine  methods,  etc, 

6  patients  are  awaiting  admission  to  Institutions  as  their 
parents  no  longer  are  able  to  give  care  and  attention  necessary  for 
their  well  being.  Their  names  have  been  included  on  the  list 
submitted  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  vacancies  are  now  awaited. 


DOMESTIC  HELP. 


The  County  Council  began  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  Home 
Helps  in  1938.  This  related  only  to  maternity  cases,  but  was  later 
extended  to  sickness  cases.  Now  the  Home  Help  has  been  recognised 
as  one  of  the  team  of  the  Preventive  Medical  Services.  In  this 
Division  there  were  22  Home  Helps  available  and  they  attended  61  cases, 
I  should  like  to  pay  my  tribute  to  these  ladies.  Their  task  is  not 
casyj  much  diplomacy  and  tact  are  needed.  It  is  good  to  be  able  to 
report  that  they  did  their  job  efficiently. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  In  Division  22  is  almost 
entirely  undertaken  by  whole  tine  Midwives  employed  by  the  Local  ' 
Health  Authority.  In  some  instances  -  e.g,  Silkstone,  Penistone, 
Loxley,  Oughtibridge  -  the  Midwifery  work  is  undertaken  by  Nurses 
performing  the  combined  duties  of  District  Nurse  and  Midwife. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  supply  of  Nurses  becomes 
sufficient,  that  the  duties  will  be  separated,  and  that  there  will  be 
Midwives  and  Home  Nurses  each  doing  her  separate  work  and  not  a 
mixture  of  both. 

The  arrangements  in  Division  22  for  the  Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Service  are  very  satisfactory.  It  has  required  some  re-organisation 
in  certain  areas  but  a  service  is  now  available  throughout  the  whole 
Division.  The  District  of  Parson  Cross  required  much  thought,  but 
thanks  to  the  Sheffield  Corporation,  who  allowed  the  County  Council 
to  become  tenants  of  one  of  the  new  houses  on  the  estate,  a  Midwife 
was  established  there  to  deal  with  the  increasing  number  of 
population.  As  the  numbers  of  new  buildings  increase  it  will  be 
necessary  to  provide  another  midwife  and  an  appeal  will  be  made  to 
the  Sheffield  Corporation  for  another  house  for  a  Midwife. 
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There  are  important  factors  to  keep  in  mind  when  setting  up  a 
satisfactory  Midwifery  service.  One  is  that  the  Midwives  should  be 
mobile.  The  days  when  the  Midwife  trailed  round  the  countryside  on 
foot,  carrying  her  bag  and  any  other  equipment  she  might  require,  are 
rapidly  ending.  One  can  only  pay  tribute  to  their  astonishing 
endurance,  But  it  is  not  right  to  arrive  at  a  case  to  perform  a  very 
skilful  job  tired  after  a  long  walk,  and  maybe  drenched  to  the  skin, 
the  result  of  having  to  walk  in  a  snow  storm  or  a  rain  storm.  The  * 
Midwife  must  be  recognised  for  her  skill  as  a  specialist  in  a 
particular  section  of  the  service  and  not  from  sentiment  engendered 
by  contemplation  of  her  amazing  physical  endurance  albeit  possessing 
a  kindly  manner.  The  Nurse  must  be  provided  with  a  car  -  she  has 
heavy  equipment  to  carry  -  Analgesic  outfits  and  may  be  Maternity 
outfits.  She  must  arrive  at  her  case  fresh  and  alert  for  her  work 
and  she  must  command  the  respect  her  calling  demands. 

The  Midwife  today  has  a  much  wider  field  to  cover  than  was  the 
rule  in  the  past.  She  therefore  has  much  further  to  travel  and 
mobility  is  essential, 

?n  division  22,  two  only  are  without  Cars,  The  County  Council’s 
policy  is  to  encourage  the  use  of  Cars  and  they  pay  an  agreed 
allowance  in  respect  of  these  Cars.  Also  the  County  Council  have  a 
scheme  for  providing  financial  assistance  to  Midwives  to  purchase  Cars. 

Immobile  Midwives  can  call  on  Ambulance  Services  and  Taxis  if 
necessary. 


ANALGESIA  IN  CHILDBIRTH. 


The  West  Riding  County  Council  policy  has  always  been  to 
encourage  the  County  Midwives  to  become  trained  in  the  administration 
of  Gas  and  Air  Anaesthesia.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  certain 
centres  to  take  so  many  of  the  staff  and  give  them  this  training. 

IP1®  centres  offering  these  facilities  are  -  Leeds,  Tadcaster,  Grimsby, 
ax  • 

At  the  moment  of  writing  this  report  the  provision  of  Gas  and 
Air  Analgesia  in  Childbirth  has  been  given  wide  publicity. 

So  far  as ^Division  22  is  concerned  there  are  15  Nurses  and 
Midwives  practicing  Midwifery.  Of  these,  6  are  qualified  to 
administer  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia,  and  the  remaining  9  are  all  booked 
up  to  go  for  training  when  vacancies  in  the  truining  centres  occur. 
There  are  two ^ Gas  and  Air  Machines  available  in  the  Division.  This 
was  the  position  as  at  Docomber,  1948,  but  at  the  end  of  June,  1949, 
the  number  of  trained  Nurses  has  increased  by  50$.  There  are  now 
four  machines,  with  more  due  for  delivery. 

During  1948,  five  women  had  this  Analgesia  administered. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


The  children  today  are  taller,  stronger,  cleaner  in  their 
habits  and  person  than  were  their  counterparts  50  years  ago.  I  think 
it  is  certain  that  much  of  this  ohange  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
steady  progress  in  efficient  School  Medical  Inspection.  At  its 
inception  the  School  Health  Service  demanded  three  inspections  during 
a  child *s  School  life,  and  the  Education  Act,  1944,  still  suggests 
three  inspections 

(1)  As  soon  as  possible  after  commencing  School  life. 

(2)  During  the  last  year  in  the  Primary  School. 

(3)  During  the  last  year  of  School  life. 


The  history  of  the  School  Health  Service  from  its 
commencement  in  1907  to  the  present  day,  is  one  of  progress  in  the 
study  of  children*s  diseases  and  in  social  medicine.  Today,  nearly 
every  large  Centre  has  its  Specialist  in  Child  Health,  and  every 
University  its  chair  of  Child  Health.  The  Paediatrician,  therefore, 
is  an  essential  part  of  any  service  which  deals  with  the  health  and 
welfare  of  children.  To  make  the  School  Health  Service  a  complete 
success  there  must,  therefore,  be  a  close  link  up  between  the  Local 
Health  Authority* s  preventive  services  and  those  curative  services 
provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  their  Specialist 
Paediatrician. 

In  the  West  Riding,  Paediatricians  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Local  Health  Authority,  and  the  one  giving  coverage  for  the  part  of 
the  County  in  which  Is  included  Division  22,  is  available  for 
consultations  and  advice  in  any  case  where  I  find  it  is  necessary. 

Dr.  Harvey,  the  Paediatrician  concerned,  has  a  close  link  up  with  the 
Children*s  Hospital  in  Sheffield,  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough, 
and  the  County  Hospital  in  Wakefield, 

To  get  back  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of  School 
children,  it  is  obvious  that  to  be  of  any  use  at  all,  it  must  be  a 
meeting  of  the  parent,  the  Teacher,  the  Doctor,  the  Health  Visitor 
and,  of  course,  the  child.  Each  can  throw  some  light  on  the  child *s 
life  up  to  that  time,  and  it  is  by  pooling  all  that  information  that 
a  complete  assessment  of  the  child* s  health  can  be  gained. 

I  wish  to  emphasise  that  in  the  interests  of  the  children, 
and  the  child *s  welfare,  it  is  necessary  for  the  parent  or  guardian 
to  attend  when  the  child  is  medically  inspected. 

The  Schools  in  Division  22  have  all  been  inspected  during  the 
year,  and  the  statistical  review  is  given  in  tabular  form  below. 

I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  separate  figures  for  each  School,  as  it  is 
usual  for  all  the  figures  to  be  lumped  together  and  passed  through  for 
a  complete  County  report.  I  hope  that  in  the  near  future  statistics 
for  smaller  groups  of  Schools  will  be  available  for  the  interest  of 


the  County  District  Councils  within  the  Division. 

Estimated  number  of  School  Children  at  December,  1948  ......  12,320. 

Number  of  Medical  Inspections  carried  out  within 
Division  22  during  1948:- 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,195. 

Second  Age  Group  -  last  year  in  primary  School  ...  922. 

Third  Age  Group  -  last  year  of  School  life.  ...  577. 
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2,694. 


. 


Special  Inspections. 


Special  Inspections  ...  ... 

000 

0  0  0 

175 

Re-Inspections  ...  ... 

f  l  « 

0  0  0 

.14 

Number  Requiring  Treatment. 

189 

Entrants  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

372 

Second  Age  Croup  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

229 

Third  Age  Croup  ...  ... 

0  0  0 

0  0  0 

121 

General  Condition  of  Pupils. 

722 

A. 

Cood. 

B. 

Pair. 

C. 

Poor. 

Entrants 

438 

741 

16 

Second  Age  Croup  ...  ... 

445 

472 

5 

Third  Age  Croup  ...  ... 

212 

347 

18 

Infestation  with  Vermin. 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the 
by  School  Nurses/Health  Visitors. 

Schools 

• 

•  • 

24,886 

Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to 
be  infested 

•  t 

1,832 

No  Cleansing  Notices  (Sect. 54(2)  Education  Act, 1944)  or  Cleansing 
Orders  (Sect. 54(3)  Education  Act,  1944)  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  conditions  found  amongst  the  children  which  required  treatment 
are  varied.  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  was  the  largest  group 
of  conditions  requiring  attention,  defective  vision  the  next  largest, 
and  skin  conditions  occupying  another  large  group.  The  infestations 
with  Vermin  were  chiefly  cases  found  by  the  School  Nurse  to  be 
suffering  from  verminous  condition  of  the  head,  requiring  treatment, 
and  in  most  cases  the  condition  was  cleared  up  within  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

In  connection  with  treatment  of  School  children,  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  at  the  present  moment  is  the  provision  of 
facilities  for  the  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids.  During  1947,  you 
will  remember,  when  Poliomyelitis  was  prevalent,  the  operation  for 
the  removal  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  was  interdicted  generally 
throughout  the  Country,  We  have  never  been  able  to  catch  up  on  those 
cases  since  that  time,  and  there  is  a  considerable  time  lag  between 
discovering  the  cases  and  having  the  operation  done.  During  the  year 
I  organised  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Operative  Clinic  at  the  Smallpox 
Hospital  at  Hailwood,  kindly  rented  to  us  by  the  Wortley  Rural 
District  Council.  Two  such  sessions  were  held  at  Hailwood.  On  each 
occasion  12  children  had  the  operation,  being  in-patients  for  48  to 
60  hours.  The  operation  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  J.  Cobb,  Ear,  Nose, 
and  Throat  Surgeon  from  Sheffield,  who  was  assisted  by  the  Consultant 
Anaesthetist,  Dr.^Rippon..  The  medical  staff  of  this  Division 
supervised  the  Clinical  work  and  the  staffing  was  ably  carried  out  by 
Health  Visitors.  The  domestic  work  was  done  by  Home  Helps,  After 
the  5th  July  the  scheme  was  held  in  abeyance  until  we  received  the 
opinion  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  as  to  the  future  use  of  the 
Hospital.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  near  future  this  Clinic  might  be 
re-organised. 
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PROVISION  OF  MEALS  IN  SCHOOLS . 


Division  22  of  the  Scheme  of  Preventive  Medical  Services  for 
the  County  covers  two  Educational  Divisions,  namely  Divisions  19  and 
37,  The  No,  19  is  known  as  Wharncliffe  Division,  and  No,  37, 

Penis tone.  The  School  Meal  Service  in  those  two  Divisions  is  now 

complete  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  all  children  who  are 
desirous  of  having  meals  in  School  to  be  so  provided. 

In  some  Districts,  e.g.  Penistone,  meals  are  prepared  In  a 
Central  Canteen  and  delivered  in  specially  designed  heat  retaining 
Cabinets  to  the  various  Schools,  In  other  parts  of  the  district, 
e.g.  High  Green,  the  meals  are  prepared  at  one  of  the  Central  Schools 
and  conveyed  in  the  same  type  of  Cabinet  to  other  smaller  Schools  in 
the  vicinity. 

The  standard  of  meals  supplied  throughout,  from  my  own  personal 
experience,  is  very  good,  and  on  the  several  occasions  that  I  have 
seen  School  meals  being  served,  there  always  appeared  to  be  sufficient 
of  a  well  balanced  meal. 

It  has  been  difficult  for  all  the  children  staying  for  meals 
to  have  facilities  for  washing  before  they  sat  down  to  their  meal,  but 
strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Head  Teachers  in  the  Schools 
to  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  it  is  amazing  how  the  normal  hygiene 
principles  have  been  carried  out  under  the  circumstances. 

In  the  two  Divisions,  approximately  Q5%  of  School 'children 
remain  for  meals,  and  during  1948  a  grand  total  of  1,844,200  meals 
were  served  in  Schools. 
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